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BATTALION CHIEF RONALD KEMLY: Today is 

December 5, 2001. The time is 12:45 p.m. This is 

Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the New York City 

Fire Department. I'm conducting an interview with 

the following individual: Captain Michael Stein 

of the research and development unit of the New 

York City Fire Department. The interview is being 

conducted at 59 Page Avenue at the R&D unit's 

location regarding the events of September 11, 

2001. 

Q. Captain Michael Stein, please tell us what 
you did at the Trade Center. 

A. We responded to the Trade Center 
approximately 9:15 a.m. after loading our vehicle with 
life saving rope, belts, harnesses, rebar cutters, and 
other various tools, special tools that the units 
have. We arrived about 30 seconds before the first 
tower collapsed. We arrived on Church Street and Vesey 
Street, parked on the northeast corner opposite Engine 
226. We proceeded to get equipment out of the back of 
our car when the first building collapsed. We 
retreated to a safe position, approximately hundred 
yards behind our car. I dove underneath the ESU truck 


that was parked behind us. The other members of 
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research and development were Lieutenant Larry 
Monachelli, Firefighter Bill Johnson and Firefighter 
Paul A. Stein, also retreated to a safe location. 

After the building came down, we established 
some sort of chain to help civilians into the open 
building that we found, 30 Vesey Street. We regrouped 
back at the vehicle. We donned our masks and our 
bunker gear. We proceeded towards 5 World Trade 
Center, where we met OEM representative Kevin Culley, 
along with a couple of Port Authority police who were 
carrying who we believed to be Mychal Judge ona 
chair. 

We immediately checked for some sort of 
pulse, found none. We called for EMS. They responded 
with a backboard. We put Father Judge on a backboard 
and then we were preparing to proceed into building 
number 5, where we were advised that there were 
approximately 100 people trapped in the basement. 

As we approached building number 5, the 
second tower began to collapse. We then retreated down 
Vesey Street to Broadway. We got as far as Broadway 
and Ann, where I proceeded to buddy breathe with two 
police officers and a reporter. After the cloud 


settled a little bit, we were met by Deputy Chief 
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Haring of the Sixth Division. He responded acting the 
First Division, where I advised them that both towers 
collapsed and that we had set up a command post. 

We set a command post up at Ann and Broadway 
and then he assigned me as a staging Chief, a staging 
officer, and I immediately set up a staging area at 225 
Broadway for the incoming men, at which time I was met 
by Dr. Kelly, Dr. Prezant, who advised me that a triage 
had been set up in the Duane Reade on Broadway, where 
they assigned Dr. Garvey and Dr. Ortiz. 

After reporting back with a list of all the 
responding -- the companies that were on the scene, I 
headed back to find my members, the rest of my 
members. I was with Firefighter Stein, Firefighter 
Johnson and we hooked up with Lieutenant Monachelli and 
we proceeded to do a search and rescue of the perimeter 
of the World Trade Center area. That's basically what 
we did. 

Q. Prior to the second building collapsing and 
at any time before that, did you see any other units or 
could you ascertain their location? Even if you 
weren't with them, did you happen to see where they 
were? 


A. No, we didn't see. The only unit that was on 
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there was 226 and their rig was there and it was just a 
chauffeur was there, or who I believe was the 
chauffeur. He assisted us by giving us some Scott 
bottles, but the officer and the other members weren't 
there. 

BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Okay. That concludes 


the interview. Thank you, Captain Stein. 


